
LANDSCAPING
GUIDE TO KANSAS CITY

PLANNING PLANTS & TREES OUTDOOR LIVING

START YOUR DREAM YARD – TODAY!



TIPS FOR 
GETTING 
STARTED 
The three things 
that matter most in 
landscaping? Planning, 
planning and more 
planning. Having a well 
thought out landscape 
plan is the first and most 
important step in creating 
a truly beautiful landscape. 
Following are some points 
to consider before you 
start.

PARADISE AWAITS 

YOUR BACKYARD
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ACCENTUATE PROPERTY 
FEATURES. Landscape, from 
an artistic perspective, can 
accentuate the best attributes 
of the property, as well as 
diminish or hide flaws. By using 
elevation changes, lighting, 
color and scale, you can 
redirect the eye to the more 
pleasing components of the 
property, creating a pleasing 
visual experience.

THINK “VARIATION.” Pacing 
and scale give your yard a 
pulled-together look. But there 
should be variations in color, 
size and shape. Paths can 
also lead people through the 

S

YOUR PARADISE AWAITS 
Having a well thought out 
landscape plan is the first and 
most important step in creating 
a truly beautiful landscape.

TAKE YOUR TIME. Television shows often reveal 
complete outdoor makeovers in just a few days. 

But they have dozens of people on their crew and nearly 
unlimited budgets. Part of creating a landscape is enjoying 
the process. Rushing through an important project such as 
this may cause regret later.

“

sketches of your yard with 
thoughts of where you might 
want to place things.

CONSIDER A FOCAL POINT. 
A good landscape design 
has a focal point – or even 
a series of focal points. This 
may be a water feature, an 
exotic plant, a beautiful tree, 
or well-manicured shrubs. The 
point is to have something to 
draw your eye in and move you 
through the landscape.

space. Repeat some elements, 
whether a common color, 
shape or type of plant, so 
there’s a sense of continuity. 
Also, try adding an element 
that’s different and will stand 
out from the landscape.

TUDY THE SUN 
AND WIND 
PATTERNS. 
You might be 
considering placing 

a patio on the west side of the 
house, however, the afternoon 
sun will be intense, which 
means dinnertime in August 
won’t be relaxing, just hot.

MAKE A LIST OF YOUR NEEDS 
AND WANTS. Are your kids in 
need of play space? Have you 
always wanted a vegetable 
garden? Is a patio a place 
where your family will actually 
spend time together? It’s 
also good to do some rough 
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STEP ONE: 
TAKE 

INVENTORY.
The first step in the landscape design process is a complete walkthrough of your yard or other landscape 
site. It should be a thorough analysis of your site’s strengths and weaknesses, including soil quality, sun 
and shade, hills, slopes, and more. This walkthrough is also where you’ll consider budgeting, scale and 
timelines. You should have an idea of the project budget, even if you have extra-large dreams!

As you begin your plan, there are several questions you should ask yourself. Your answers will better 
inform you on how you’ll use your landscape and outdoor spaces.

ASK YOURSELF THE 
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

START BY LOOKING 
INSIDE OUT.
What do you see when you look 
outside your windows at home? 
What would you like to see? Take 
notes of areas you’d like to focus 
on and any problem spots.

• What challenges does your site present? 
• What opportunities does your site present? 
• How will you be using your outdoor living space? Will you have a 

utility area for storage?
• Do you have small children, pets, or other factors that present 

safety concerns in your landscape? 
• What’s your budget for designing your landscape?
• What permits (if any) do you need to obtain before you begin?



Also consider the condition 
of your soil. Does it need 
some TLC before you start? 
Plants receive six essential 
macronutrients from the soil. 
Amend the soil so it is healthy 
first, and your small starter 
plants will really thrive. For 
a nominal fee, the Kansas 
State University Soil Testing 
Laboratory can perform soil 
tests and analysis to estimate 
the nutrient-supplying power 
of your soil. Contact the 
Johnson County K-State 
Research & Extension Office in 
Olathe to learn more at (913) 
764-6300. 

How does water behave 
in your yard? Analyze the 
drainage patterns and test 
the soil for moisture in various 
locations around the yard 
to determine where you 
can group together plants 
according to their water needs 
and then plan your irrigation 
system accordingly.

If adjusting your automatic 
sprinkler system is beyond 

the scope of what you can do 
yourself, call a professional 
to assist. Perfecting the art 
of adding water where and 
when you need it will protect 
your landscape investment 
and save you time and trouble 
down the road.

Study the area and make 
notes of where the sun is 
strong, where there are shady 
spots, or where rain seems 
to collect. This will help you 
select proper plants and trees 
for each area.

Pinpoint problematic areas 
that need to be addressed 
before you begin – such as 
drainage issues, problem 
insects or small animals such as 
rabbits, possums or squirrels. 

Consider areas to avoid, 
especially water, cable or 
phone lines.

Estimate the amount of time 
you will have to spend in 
any garden section within 
the landscaped area each 
week. If you do not have the 

proper amount of time to 
spend, make sure to install 
low-maintenance plants. 
You’ll also need to allow 
time for weeding unwanted 
undergrowth from your 
displays. In addition, some 
plants require more work 
– such as deadheading to 
remove old flowers, fertilizing, 
staking and frequent watering.

Consider “microclimates” 
throughout your property 
– are there cool or warm 
spots? Shady or dark areas? 
Each property can have 
many smaller, different 
environments to consider.

Consider the Kansas City hardiness zone (6A), which usually notes 
an extreme temperature of -5 to -10 degrees, and of course, our 
notorious fluctuating weather patterns!
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STEP
TWO

PUT 
YOUR 
PLAN 

ON 
PAPER.

easure the area to 
avoid overspending 
and to account for 
walking paths and 
furniture placement. 

Draw your plan out on grid 
paper to get a better idea of 
how everything will fit in. Note 
areas of sun, shade and pooling 
rain. Take your plan with you 
when you go to select plants.

Determine the shape of larger 
spaces such as lawns and 
courtyards first, as they set 
the tone for the rest of the 
landscape. Using similar form 
throughout the design helps 
create unity and structure 
within the design.

When sketching out plans for 
your landscape, at first your 
draft might just look like blobs 
on a page. Each blob (circle, 
square or rectangle) represents 
a space—turf, border, bed, pool, 
patio, tree and so on. These 
often change size and shape as 
you prioritize your needs and 
wants. As your plan becomes 
more defined, your bubble 
diagram will morph into a 
Concept Plan. 

Begin with hardscaping 
elements - put simply: any 
design element that isn’t a 
plant. And unlike plants, as long 
as you’re willing to maintain 
them regularly, you’re really not 
as limited by environmental 

M
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factors when choosing 
hardscaping materials. 

HERE ARE A FEW 
HARDSCAPING 
ELEMENTS YOU MIGHT 
CONSIDER

TRAFFIC PATTERNS AND 
FURNITURE PLACEMENT
What are the views you wish to 
have from your sitting areas? 
Start here and then add as you 
go and remember: form follows 
function.

PATIOS
Whether you choose a patio 
with natural stone, brick 
or stamped cement, this is 
likely where you’ll spend 
much of your time in your 
new landscape. A patio is 
the foundation for many 
homeowners’ outdoor dining 
and guest entertaining. 

DECKS
 If you have a multi-story 
house, live on a steeply sloped 
property or just love the feel 
of wood under your feet, a 
deck may be a perfect addition 
to your outdoor living space. 
Be sure to make the deck 
easily accessible and consider 
structure maintenance. 

PATHS AND WALKWAYS
You may want to consider a 
walkway to connect multiple 
elements of your design. 
Paths not only provide a 
clear way from one area to 
another; they’re also another 
opportunity to get creative with 
hardscape materials, plants and 
creative landscape lighting. 
Remember: the best path is not 
always a straight line, but one 
that creates a journey with new 
perspectives.

WALLS
Walls made from brick, natural 
stone or rock can create visual 
separation among different 
areas of your landscape, offer 
extra seating and, if needed, 
provide a border around a safe 
area for children to play in. 

FIREPLACES AND FIRE PITS
Create a cozy place to relax 
when the sun goes down, or 
add warmth to your landscape 
even after prime outdoor 
season is over. whether you 
install a built-in outdoor 
fireplace or add a portable fire 
pit that you can move to suit 
the occasion, you will have a 
cozy area for your family and 
guest to gather.

DRIVEWAYS
A beautiful driveway or front 
walkway can exponentially 
increase your curb appeal and 
offer a nice welcome to visitors. 

The architecture of your house 
may determine the choice of 
your landscape composition, 
but this is largely a matter 
of personal taste. Do you 
like curves or angles? Circles 
or rectangles? Symmetrical 
or asymmetrical? Formal or 
informal? 

There’s a perception that 
curves are relaxing and more 
natural. But this can sometimes 
be misleading; we can feel 
compelled to force a curve into 
an area where it makes little 
sense. Be creative and daring. 
Add a straight line now and 
again.

It’s possible to soften straight-
lined beds and borders with 
plants arranged in flowing 
drifts or to inject a note of 
formality into a free-flowing 
landscape with a raised herb 
garden arranged in a geometric 
pattern. The key is to adhere to 
the design principles of scale, 
balance, mass and harmony. 
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STEP
THREE

PICK YOUR PLANTS.  

Here are a few plants to 
consider as these species 
typically last through long 
weeks or months of the 
reduced rainfall of the 
Midwest:

SHRUBS 
• Abelia, Fragrant Abelia 

mosanensis
• Ceanothus cvs. Ceanothus 

x pallidus Marie Bleu and 
Marie 

• Simon (Marie Rose new)
• Deutzia, Szechuan 

Deutzia setchuenensis var. 
corymbiflora

• Holly, Winterberry cv. Ilex 
verticillata ‘Winter Gold’

• Roses Rosa hybrids
• Sage, Autumn cvs. Salvia 

greggii ‘Furman’s Red’ & 
‘Wild Thing’

ecide the theme of 
your landscape and 
the colors you will 
use in your palette. 
Are you looking 
to brighten a dark 

corner of your garden? 
Do you want to help cool a hot 
sitting garden? Do you want 
to add depth to a yard or draw 
it in closer as you look out a 
picture window? 

Choosing the right plant sizes, 
colors and varieties can activate 
all of these effects. Deciduous 
trees on the south side of 
your property can help keep 
things cool in the summertime, 
and allow sun in the winter. 
Evergreens to the north can 
help to buffer winds and create 

noise barriers.

When choosing plants and 
trees, consider the Midwest 
climate and the full-grown size 
of each species. Trees that tend 
to thrive in the Midwest include 
maple, magnolia and oak, to 
name just a few. 

You may also opt for a fruit-
bearing tree such as the 
crabapple, cherry or pear tree. 
In regard to climate, consider 
the possibility for excess rain – 
or even drought. 

D

When choosing plants 
and trees, consider 

the Midwest climate and 
the full-grown size of each 
species.

“
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MORE PERENNIALS 
• Lamb’s Ears Stachys 

byzantina
• Lavender Lavandula 

spp. ‘Grosso,’ ‘Hidcote’ & 
‘Munstead’

• Monarda, M. bradburiana
• Reed, Giant cv. Arundo 

donax ‘Variegata’
• Sage, Salvia officinalis
• Savory, Winter Satureja 

montana
• Thistle, Native Cirsium 

altissimum and C. discolor
• Verbena, Rose Verbena / 

Glandularia canadensisGROUNDCOVER
• Liriope or Lilyturf Liriope 

spp.
• Plumbago, Hardy 

(Leadwort) Ceratostigma 
plumbaginoides

• Sedum, Angelina Sedum 
reflexum ‘Angelina’

• Thyme Thymus spp.

PERENNIALS
• Bluestar, Shining Amsonia 

illustris
• Aster, Aromatic Aster 

oblongifolius
• Geranium, Hardy Bloody 

Geranium sanguineum
• Hen-and-Chicks 

Sempervivum spp.
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peak with experts 
at nurseries about 
which plants 
may draw insects 
or animals. The 
caterpillar thrives 

on plant sap and therefore 
loves to snack on shade 
trees and aphids. However, 
this causes leaves to drop 
and mold issues. Attracting 
beneficial insects may also be 
desirable, such as butterflies or 
honeybees for pollination.

You also can select plants to 
serve other purposes than just 
garden fillers. Some plants 
could be herbs for cooking 
or scented geraniums for 
mosquito repellent.

When selecting flowerpots, 
use accent foliage plants such 

as tropical hibiscus, caladiums 
or elephant ears. Think about 
planting smaller plants of 
different varieties and shades 
together in a pot rather than 
using just one large plant. Don’t 
forget to add trailing vines to 
soften the edge of the pot.

REDUCE MAINTENANCE
• Choose shade-loving plants 

over sparse grass at tree 
beds.

• Avoid sharp angles or 
intricate areas that are hard 
to mow around.

• Implement edgings, which 
will keep grass at bay and 
cut down on trimming.

• Consider a new deck or 
patio to cover part of a large 
lawn, which will cut back on 
mowing time.

• Avoid messy plants that 

S
drop seed pods, leaves or 
excess sap.

• Consider an irrigation 
system. Applying 
continuous water may not 
be necessary, but bridging 
the gaps of extensive dry 
periods will protect your 
investment and foundation. 
All homeowners hope for 
enough rainfall to keep 
their landscapes healthy 
each season, but no matter 
how much moisture your 
area gets, it’s important to 
ensure proper drainage to 
divert water to the right 
places and keep your 
plants and outdoor living 
spaces in good condition. 
If you already have a 
sprinkler system installed, 
be certain your system has 
the proper coverage and 

PICK YOUR PLANTS (CONT.) 
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sprinkler heads for any new 
improvements you make. 

• If you’ve noticed puddles 
throughout your property 
or areas of streaming water 
during storms, that may 
be a sign of a drainage 
problem. A professional 
assessment of your drainage 
situation is the best way to 
know for sure.

CREATE BALANCE
• Aim for a smooth 

transition between trees, 
to larger shrubs, then taller 
perennials, blooming plants 
and lastly groundcover.

• Pair trees with shrubs 
around the base – according 
to their size. Avoid putting 
a small shrub under a 
towering tree.

• Larger flower beds will 
balance out bigger trees 
better than a small bed 

with sparse flowers. Use 
complimentary plants and 
trees based on foliage, 
branch structure, colors and 
environmental needs. 

TARGET LANDSCAPING
• Hide a bare foundation or 

unattractive spot.
• Add detail along the 

driveway.
• Add a fountain to the 

setting (this is the City of 
Fountains, after all!) 

• Make the front entrance a 
focal point.

• Create an outdoor sitting 
area. Designate a spot for 
compost.

• Surround a bench or arbor.
• Liven or conceal the 

lamppost or mailbox.
• Security or accent lighting. 
• Add fruit bushes or a 

vegetable garden.
• Pinpoint an area seen from 

a prominent window in the 
house.

• Consider bird feeders or 
hummingbird posts.

• Sculpture, structures, 
like arbors and pergolas, 
small water features 
and other items can add 
sound, movement and 
personality or whimsy to 
your landscape. If you can 
imagine it, you can probably 
find it to add to your 
outdoor living space! 
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STEP
FOUR

CREATE.
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T
ake your time. 
Remember, 
this should be 
enjoyable! There 
are many steps 

and details in the landscape 
planning and execution 
process, but you’ll come away 
with a landscape you can 
enjoy for years to come — and 
an addition to your home that 
could offer a considerable 
boost in your property value. 

People sometimes get “spring 
panic” when they see new 
flowers at the local garden 
center and suddenly want 

a thriving new garden in a 
week. We instead recommend 
patience as you work through 
the landscape design process.

Once you have your new 
landscape elements installed 
and planted, consider this 
experience as a journey. 
Realize that plants grow, land 
shifts, life evolves. Even the 
best-laid landscape plans 
can be disrupted by things 
beyond your control – often, 
weather. But out of change 
comes opportunity. Your 
landscape is a work of living 
art. Enjoy it!
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STEP FIVE
MAINTAIN YOUR NEW LANDSCAPE. 

our new 
landscape is a 
living system, 
and all parts of 
the system need 
to work well for 

it to flourish. Inspect your 
plants regularly for damage 
from wind and rain, insects or 
disease. Make it a pleasurable 
activity in the morning or 
evening. You might even take 
a notebook with you and note 
what problems may need to 
be addressed.

Cut away any dying branches 
or diseased growth, in 
order to prevent its spread. 

Encourage birds to nest in 
your yard with birdbaths, 
feeders, and birdhouses. 
Not only are birds a pleasing 
addition to your landscaping; 
a strong bird population 
is also a natural deterrent 
against insect damage.

Apply fertilizer in the spring. 
The best fertilizers are 
generally the natural ones. 
Fertilizer is marked with three 
numbers, for example, 5-10-5, 
or 10-10-10. These numbers 
represent the amount of 
the plant nutrients present: 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and 
potassium. Ornamental 

Y
garden plants should be 
fertilized with a product 
whose numbers are all below 
twenty. Anything higher will 
be too much of a good thing, 
and may damage your plants.

Earthworms are generally a 
sign of healthy soil. So, the 
more you see, the better! Soil 
is part of the living system of 
your garden, so keep it alive 
with regular applications of 
organic materials - compost, 
manure, shredded leaves, and 
pine needles. Feed your soil, 
and the soil will feed your 
plants.
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The most critical factor for plant health 
is appropriate irrigation. Immediately 
after planting and until the plant starts to 
become established, all perennials, shrubs, 
and trees will need regular water to thrive. 
When you water be sure you are watering 
the soil where the new rootball is located. 

MULCHING
Think of mulch as sun block for plant 
roots. Just two to four inches of mulch 
can substantially retain soil, moisture, 
slow evaporation, and protect roots from 
overheating, which is especially helpful to 
ornamentals and vegetables. 

Hate weeding? Start mulching. Mulch can 
reduce or eliminate weeds that compete 
with landscape plants for moisture, 
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MAINTENANCE (CONT.)

nutrients, and sunlight. Mulch 
can be organic or inorganic 
material. Organic mulches, 
such as pine straw, pine bark, 
and shredded hardwood, are 
the best choices because 
they retain moisture and add 
nutrients to the soil as they 
decompose.

YOUR LAWN

Seeded Lawns

• Seed needs to be kept 
constantly moist in order 
to germinate. Water the 
lawn by hand twice a day, 

once in the morning and 
once in the evening for 
15 minutes at a time. Do 
not let the water puddle; 
rather, use a light mist to 
allow for even saturation. 
Continue watering in this 
way until you see green 
shoots emerging from the 
soil. Once the lawn has 
germinated, cut watering 
back to once a day for 
half an hour. An automatic 
sprinkler system is a great 
way to take the time and 
extra work out of lawn 
care.

Sod Lawns

• Sod really needs to be 
thoroughly soaked. The 
water has to penetrate 
through the sod and 
into the soil. This means 
watering for at least an 
hour each day. Be sure 
that the entire area is 
thoroughly soaked. If you 
use a sprinkler, check it to 
be sure it covers the area 
evenly. Once your lawn has 
been mowed 2-3 times, 
begin watering deeply 
and infrequently – about 
1” once a week; less when 
there is rainfall. 
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Mowing

• A first cut should be done when the tip 
of the blades of grass barely start to 
flop over. It is generally best to cut all 
lawns at 3” and it is essential to cut sod 
at this height. Also be sure to make sure 
the mower blade is sharp each time you 
mow.

Your new landscape is a 
living system, and all parts 

of the system need to work well 
for it to flourish.
“
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STEP SIX
ENJOY!

This is what it’s all about. A 
great landscape plan, well 
executed, will give you lifetime 
of enjoyment of your property. 
The best time to start your plan? 
Why not today!
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If you need a professional 
to help guide you through 
any part of the sometimes 
confusing landscape 
development process, 
consider contacting the 
landscaping professionals 
at Heinen Landscape and 
Irrigation. Our experienced 
designers and work crews 
can assist you at any point 
in your landscape’s design, 
installation or maintenance. 
Our experts will work with 
your plan — and within your 
budget — to create and care 
for a landscape that’s 100% 
tailored to you and your 
family’s needs. 

Our holistic approach to lawn 
and landscaping identifies and 

incorporates the many unique 
components that nourish, 
protect and encourage 
healthy plant growth. We 
deliver a cohesive landscape 
solution, custom-tailored to 
your property – and your 
lifestyle. 

With a Heinen-created 
landscape layout – and our 
expert installation – your 
environmental plantings, living 
areas, ornamental elements, 
outdoor lighting, and natural 
property features work 
together to create a beautiful 
natural environment and an 
outdoor living space that your 
family, guests (and even pets!) 
will enjoy for many years to 
come.

NEED A HAND WITH YOUR 
LANDSCAPING?
CALL THE LANDSCAPE 
PROFESSIONALS AT 
HEINEN.

Call (913) 432-5011 to get in touch with us, or fill out the contact form on 
our website (www.HeinenLandscape.com) and one of the landscape professionals at 

Heinen Landscape and Irrigation will contact you right away.

Your landscape, irrigation and outdoor living professionals. 
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(913) 432-5011 • www.HeinenLandscape.com


